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Calgary, AB – The Canadian Cattle Identification Agency (CCIA) is pleased to announce its 
Auction Market Applied Research Project to evaluate multiple Radio Frequency Identification 
(RFID) systems at auction markets across Canada which will be supported by the federal 
government’s Growing Forward program. The work that began on September 1, 2009 will result 
in a final report that details the cost/benefit to industry and government for implementation of 
RFID systems to enable traceability at the speed of commerce to the auction market industry. 
 
“In partnership with the Livestock Markets Association of Canada (LMAC), we are conducting 
research at 11 auction markets across four provinces and will be able to make some firm 
recommendations on the feasibility of traceability at the auction market level,” says Donna 
Henuset, Project Manager for the CCIA. “We are really excited with the broad cross-section of 
markets in our project. This has enabled us to implement systems from multiple vendors, using 
numerous configurations, and install the systems in locations unique to each market that will 
support and validate the data collected,” concluded Henuset.   
 
This research project will install, operate and test multiple commercially available RFID reader 
technologies in eight auction markets across Canada and collect data from three markets with 
pre-existing systems including: 
 
Ontario:   
Ontario Livestock Exchange – Waterloo, ON (pre-existing systems) 
Ontario Stockyards Inc. – Cookstown, ON   
Ottawa Livestock Exchange – Greely,ON (pre-existing systems) 
 
Manitoba 
Ste Rose Auction Mart Ltd.  – Ste Rose du Lac, MB  
Gladstone Auction Mart Ltd. – Gladstone, MB 
Winnipeg Livestock Sales – Winnipeg, MB 
Killarney Auction Mart – Killarney, MB 
 
Saskatchewan 
Saskatoon Livestock Sales – Saskatoon, SK   
Whitewood Livestock Sales – Whitewood, SK   
Spiritwood Livestock Sales – Spiritwood, SK   
 
British Columbia 
BC Coop Livestock Sales – Kamloops, BC (pre-existing systems) 
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Traceability in the Canadian marketplace requires the capture and transfer of RFID tag data 
from cattle to the CCIA’s database, the Canadian Livestock Tracking System (CLTS), through 
the use of electronic readers at each movement site. The technology and processes must meet 
the needs of auction markets by not impeding commerce or causing additional stress for the 
livestock. Phase one of the research will evaluate the ability of existing technology to collect and 
disseminate RFID tag data to the CLTS at a high level of accuracy and reliability. Further, the 
research will evaluate the impact on commerce both in speed and cost of implementation to 
support full traceability.  
 

“The research will be documented in an initial report completed in January 2010. These findings 
will tell us the accuracy of the current technology and provide a basis for moving forward on 
phase two of the traceability initiatives at an auction market level,” adds Rick Wright, CCIA Vice 
Chair and Steering Committee Chair for the Auction Market Research Project.  
 
The federal government and industry have suggested the end of 2011 for the Canadian cattle 
industry to have implemented full traceability. Key elements of a traceability system are animal 
identification, premise identification, and movement tracking. It is estimated that there are more 
than 250 auction marts and buying stations that will require the installation of tracking systems 
to achieve full traceability. 
  
The national Auction Market Applied Research Project will enable a proper assessment of the 
costs and benefits of reading the tags and collecting and disseminating the data. The data 
collected from the test sites will be used to provide ongoing evaluation and a final detailed report 
that makes recommendations on the viability and costs associated with implementation of a 
nation wide traceability system at the auction market level. The report will provide government 
with an approximate cost to equip the livestock market industry with RFID systems to support 
traceability. 
 

- 30 - 
 
For more information: 
Danielle Oberle 
Communications Manager 
Phone: (403) 476-1984 
Cell: (403) 703-5575 
Email: doberle@canadaid.ca 
 
 
About CCIA  
The Canadian Cattle Identification Agency is an industry initiated and established organization 
that manages the Canadian Livestock Tracking System (CLTS) - a trace back system designed 
for the containment and eradication of animal disease. Established in 1998, CCIA has 
developed the only mandatory national traceability program for the cattle industry and works 
with the Canadian Food Inspection Agency to ensure the food safety of the Canadian cattle 
industry.  
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